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are arranged in gfoups <ind clustering aggregation^ J i0
streams and whorls and spirals, in a manner altogether"
too Comdex for us to hope to interpret; and that in
these aggregations stars of all degrees of real magni-
tude are mixed up, from suns as large as Sirir-i <To"wn
to orbs which may be smaller than any of the primary
planets of the solar system.

Now let us consider step by step the evidence we
have on these points.

We know, from the existence of double, triple, and
multiple stars, in which the components are often very
unequal in splendour, that combinations of stars exist
in which one or two may be suns like our own, while
the rest, or some of the rest, ate relatively minute.
This, however, lias of course long"been known; and it
is only as & preliminary step in the investigation that
I here advance so trite an instance.

Next let us consider such star-clusters as contain
orbs of the eighth or ninth magnitude, besides a mul-
titude of minute stars. These clusters must of course
be-regarded as lying within the sidereal system, since
no external galaxies could reasonably be supposed to
contain orbs so infinitely transcending even Sirius in
magnitude as to shine from beyond the enormous gap
separating us from such galaxies with a light exceed-
ing that derived from many stars Within the sidereal
system. Now, regarding these clusters as forming
t' and parcel of the sidereal system, we find in the
of multitudes of minute orbs within their
range a *>roof that diversity of magnitude in schemes